
Dear Members and Friends, 

 

Yesterday, the Ninth Circuit issued a momentous opinion affirming the Hawaii District Court’s 

injunction on President Trump’s second “travel ban” executive order (“Travel Ban 2.0”).  The 

Ninth Circuit made its decision strictly on statutory grounds, finding that the Travel Ban 2.0 

violates the Immigration and Nationality Act because it did “not offer a sufficient justification to 

suspend the entry of more than 180 million people on the basis of nationality.” 

 

As most of you are aware, this ruling follows a scathing Fourth Circuit opinion, which made its 

decision based on constitutional grounds, finding that the Travel Ban 2.0 violates the 

Establishment Clause of the First Amendment, in part, given that “the “stated national security 

interest was provided in bad faith, as a pretext for its religious purpose.” 

 

The IABA welcomes and applauds these opinions, which (together) affirm both primary bases 

for challenging the Travel Ban 2.0.  Unfortunately, however, these rulings are not the end of the 

the legal challenges to the executive order.  The Trump administration has appealed the Fourth 

Circuit ruling to the U.S. Supreme Court, and is expected to do the same with the Ninth Circuit 

opinion.  So it is almost certain that the Supreme Court will have the final word on this issue.   

 

Equally importantly, despite near universal losses in Court, the Trump administration has rolled 

out so-called “extreme vetting” procedures against applicants seeking U.S. visas, which can 

act as a “back door” for implementing similar policies without the need for an executive order. 

As part of that “extreme vetting,” a new questionnaire for U.S. visa applicants seeks 

unprecedented information such as access to applicant’s social media handles (for the last five 

years), and biographical information (going back 15 years).  These changes, it has been reported, 

can provide arbitrary powers to exclude certain applicants from entry, or prohibit entry for those 

who make minor innocent mistakes or simply cannot remember/access the detailed information.   

 

Criticism of the new questions has been reported in various forums (see here for one example), 

and we have already seen significant reported decreases in U.S. visas since the Travel Ban 2.0, 

especially to nationals of the countries identified in the executive order. 

 

The new supplemental questionnaires that have been rolled out as part of the Trump 

administration’s so-called “extreme vetting” can be found here/here.  If you or anyone you 

know has been required to fill out these forms, or has been asked for the information in 

these forms, as part of any visa application, please contact us at iaba@iaba.us, so that we can 

continue our efforts to protect and advance the rights of the community. 

 

Though the most visible effects of the Travel Ban may be behind us, there are still many 

individuals in our community (and others) who continue to be affected by the Travel Ban and the 

policies underlying it.  As attorneys of the Iranian American community, it is incumbent on us to 

remain vigilant and engaged. To that end, we encourage and urge you for your continued help.  

Here is how you can help: 

 

1. Join or renew your membership with IABA (click here to join, and here to renew); 

2. Donate to IABA so it can continue its efforts (click here); 
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3. Continue to engage the community, and call/write your local, state, and federal 

representatives; and 

4. Continue to share this statement and related information with your friends, families, and 

professional networks, to keep them engaged. 

 

Babak Yousefzadeh 

IABA National President 


