
 The Iranian American Bar Association (IABA) and the IABA Foundation are sponsoring 

a team of four top law students and their coach from Iran to compete in the Phillip C. Jessup 

International Moot Court Competition. Now in its 55th year, the Phillip C. Jessup International 

Moot Court Competition is the world’s largest moot court competition, with participants from 

over 550 law schools in more than 80 countries. Organized worldwide by the International Law 

Students Association (“ILSA”), the Jessup Competition is an advocacy competition for law 

students. Teams of law students compete against one another through the presentation of oral 

and written pleadings to address timely issues of public international law in the context of a 

hypothetical legal dispute between nations submitted for adjudication to the International Court 

of Justice (ICJ), the primary judicial organ of the United Nations. The International Rounds will 

take place in Washington D.C. from April 5-11, 2015. You can learn more about this competition 

by going to this address: https://www.ilsa.org/jessuphome/2014-08-15-09-28-07/faqs. 

Two years ago marked the first time a team from Iran participated in this competition. 

This opened the door for top students from Iran's top law schools to participate in this 

prestigious competition. Last year, Iran held its first national competition to determine it's top 

team to participate in the Jessup International Rounds. This year, the national competition took 

place on February 21, 2015 and the team of law students from the University of Shahid Beheshti 

won first place. The team members are: (1) Armis Sadri; (2) Seyed Mohammadali Abdollahi; (3) 

Fatemeh Yavari; and (4) Ali Akbar Lamraski. Their coach is Ali Akbar Siapoush. 

By sponsoring these students, you will give them an opportunity to compete in the 

International rounds of the Jessup Competition, which is a great forum for students to learn 

about the international legal system, as well as the legal traditions and customs of other 

countries. The competition is an excellent educational experience for students to appreciate how 

conflicts are resolved peacefully in the international arena through the international legal 



system. It also provides for an exceptional opportunity for future leaders from all around the 

world to know each other better through a personal direct experience and forge better 

understanding of other cultures. 

These students cannot compete in the international rounds, however, unless they can find 

financial support to fund their trip.  Their costs include the expenses of obtaining visas for 

traveling to the United States, travel costs (flight and hotel) to the country where the students can 

obtain visas and for the flight to the United States. The total cost of their trip is around $13,000. 

This excludes the cost of the students' hotel in the United States, which will likely get covered 

through a hotel scholarship provided by ILSA. The costs are too high for the students from Iran 

and they cannot compete unless they obtain the necessary funding. 

With your financial support, these students will have the chance to have their hard work 

pay off—an opportunity to compete alongside teams of more than eighty countries on timely 

issues of international law. The IABA and IABA Foundation are helping raise money for this 

valuable cause. The IABA Foundation  is a non-profit organization under section 501(c)(3) so 

any contributions made to this cause are tax-deductible. To make a contribution to this cause 

please visit: link You can also mail a check payable to IABA Foundation, 5185 MacArthur Blvd 

NW Suite 624, Washington DC 20016. Please note that you are donating to “Iran Jessup Team”. 

Thank you very much for your generous support of this great cause. 

 

Sincerely, 

IABA and IABA Foundation 

http://www.iaba.us/philip-c-jessup-international-law-moot-court-competition/

